Euler, in addition to Dr. Gaddum, and there are addended commentaries by John Welsh, Andrew Wilson, and Maurice Tainter. Altogether this is a very useful and stimulating section. Walter R. Miles of Yale edits the selected psychomotor measurement methods and includes in this, the longest section in the book, methods for measuring physical work and strength, reaction time, coordinated motor response, manual dexterity, eye movement coordination, and motor tests of laboratory animals. Included in the list of authors for this section are Josef Brozek, Neal Miller, Walter Miles, L. P. Herrington, R. B. Ammons, H. E. King, and J. Clausen, and the Crawfords, among others. The fourth section concerns methods for study of peptide structure and is edited by Choh Hao Li. Here are to be found articles by J. C. Lewis, R. R. Porter, Henry Bull, Joseph Fruton, and Emil Smith.
Most of the articles are directly practical and brief. The over-all editing performance is of good quality and the book is well indexed. References given in some of the sections unfortunately do not include titles of the articles, but each section has a fairly representative list of original sources. Naturally enough, the book suffers from the fact that methods covered within each section had to be limited to those thought to be most useful or most generally acceptable. The chief virture of Methods in Medical
Research lies in its direction of attention toward the value of critical analysis of methods. One can even imagine the influence of this series of monographs giving rise to a more widespread practice of teaching the basic methods of research. This would in itself constitute a fundamental contribution to scientific development. This edition of the well-known medical nursing text has been thoroughly revised and manifestly improved. There is a new and more readable format presenting the generally excellent material which has been carefully rewritten to include work with the newer drugs, treatments, and preventive medicine. Several early chapters have been added in an attempt to point the nursing care toward the treatment of the patient as a person. There is a brief prospectus, so-called orientation, setting the stage for the separate sections. Even the arrangement of the chapters has been improved, and a current list of references follows each subject. An intriguing clinical situation is presented with thought-provoking questions at the end of each unit, a device which should easily succeed in interesting the student. Above all, the entire text is keyed to the nursing situation as related to the individual patient. Moreover, the nursing care discussion has now been made an integral part of each section rather than as an appendix as in the previous edition.
The end result is a most usable text, and it is to be hoped that future revisions will follow frequently. The need for a text in amphibian embryology embodying information obtained by descriptive and experimental methods has been apparent for some time. The compilation of a book of this type requires that the author have considerable experience in teaching and close contact with current literature. Since Rugh has been active in research and teaching of experimental embryology for some years, it was anticipated that he would produce a text that would be satisfactory to both student and instructor.
The author opens with an historical background of the study of embryology. There follow sections on the reproductive system of the adult, cleavage, blastulation, gastrulation, early organogeny, and the germ layer derivatives. The general organization and physical makeup of the book are excellent. The illustrations are perhaps the finest to appear in a text on this general subject, although the convention of numbering illustrations was ignored in spite of its pedagogical usefulness.
No account of early amphibian embryology can be considered complete without reference to data obtained by experimental methods. It is in the presentation and interpretation of the experimental work of others that the author is least effective. It is disappointing to find perpetuated without discussion certain concepts of the mechanisms and processes of embryonic development which have been rendered doubtful or refuted by investigations of none-to-recent date. Thus the roof and walls of the archenteron are represented as originating by delamination from material which has passed over the dorsal lip of the blastopore without reference to the conflicting experimental evidence obtained by Vogt twenty-two years ago. Personal opinion, information backed by experimental evidence, and hypothesis are often presented without identification. The result is confusing.
Subsequent sections dealing with later descriptive embryology are considerably improved, being well organized and illustrated. However, this description, like the rest of the book, suffers from lack of documentation, thus denying the interested student rapid access to the literature on a particular subject. In general, the text frequently appears to have been written in haste and reread in the same manner. There are pronouns with doubtful antecedents, sequences of events are described in such a way as to leave the order in doubt, and not infrequently the construction of sentences and paragraphs is so awkward that many rereadings are necessary before one can grasp what the author is trying to express. An example may be found on page 170 where four consecutive sentences begin with the word "this." On the whole, it may be said that in spite of the excellence of the illustrations this is not the careful, scholarly work that the student of embryology deserves and demands. Current Therapy is an annually revised volume designed to present, for all diseases, the methods of therapy actually in present use by leading authorities, the discussion of these methods being written by the authorities themselves. Therapy alone is discussed, presumably in order to keep the size of the volume within reasonable bounds and to make frequent revision of the entire volume practicable. Diseases are arranged into fifteen sections, largely according to the anatomical systems, and an excellent index is provided, making the volume suitable for ready reference by practitioners. Thus the most acceptable modern methods of therapy are presented, concisely yet thoroughly enough for practical use, and arranged so as to be
